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BACKGROUND

Scottish artist-organiser, cultural producer and doctoral candidate, based in Helsinki, Finland.

My practice involves variable roles of initiator, participant, author and curator, according to
different collaborative and cross-disciplinary processes.

I work across the fields of media/ network/ environmental arts and activism,
pursuing a participatory practice via workshops, performative events, and storytelling.
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ARTIVISTIC FIELDWORK

Participatory Platforms, Devised Events and Socially-engaged Storymaking

Doctor of Arts candidate, Media Lab, University of Art and Design (TaiK) Helsinki

Reflecting upon the issues and concerns of an artist-organiser's activity in the field.

Storytelling as a means of sharing experience;
In a particular place over periods of time and involvement.

What might be artistic and activist-orientated fieldwork?
What are the responsibilities involved?
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LOCATING AND TELLING ABOUT THE CLACKMANNAN STONE
Firth of Forth, Central Scotland, NW Europe

(References mostly from materials on Internet & books accessed in Helsinki)
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Clackmannanshire

From Wiklpediz, the free encyclopedia

Clackmannanshire ( Siorrachd Chiach Mhannain in Qaelic; nicknamed “the wee county") and somaimes callec
Clacks ie ona of tha 32 lccal govarnment council areas of Scotland, and a lieutenancy area, bordering Perth and
Kinrnss, Stirling and File.

The council area was created in 1996, under 1he Local Governmen: etc (Scotienc) Act 1992, with the boundaries of
the ‘ormer Clackmannan dietrict of the Cantral region. The diefrict had been created in 1975, under the Loczl
GEovernment (Seotland] Act 1373 o irclude the county of Clackmannan and Mickhart area o the county of Parth.

According to the legisieten of 1996, the council aree was to have the name, Glackmannan, of the formar district,
bu: this was changed to Clackmannanshire, by the courcil using its own powers,

In zerms of population, it is the smallest council area in mainland Scotland, with a population of 43,000, around half
of wharn live in the main towr, Alog, whizh is the administratve centre, having outgrown the town of Cleckmannan
in 1822,

The motto of Clackmarnanshire was ‘Look Abool ¥e* | Cicumspice in Latin, however this was cropoad in 2007 as
pat of a re-branding exercise 1o More Than You Imagine",|“1a02N Ae6dsd

Contents [hidc]
1 Council political composition
2 Gaography
3 Economy
4 History
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7 Relerences
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article

Clackmannan

From Wi.hiw:lt‘ Lhe lr2e erl;ﬁ;luue:.:iia

ciscussion

adit this page

Your continved donations keep Wikinadia running!

“history |

This arficle is about the administrative area. for the town see Clackmannan, Clackmannanshire.

The Mercel woss & Slone of
Manau at the talbooth’ in

Clackmannan. X5

&

From 1975, Clackmannan (from the Gaelic Cfach Mhanainn, 'Stene of Manal') was the
name of a small fown and local govermment district in the Central regon of Scotland,
corresponding to the traditional eounty of Clac<mannzarshire, which was Scotland's
smallest. The town of Clackmannan, in whick the Stona' - a prahistaric manalth of
probable cultic significance in the lron &ge - remains, was the chief settement of its area
from the Middle Agee [if not 2arler), until supplanted from the seconc naf cf the 16th

cantry oy the growing manufaciuring fown of Allioa, an the narth shore of the Firth of Forh,

The medieval castle of Clackmannan Tower (Historic Scolland] stands above the town and
iz 8 landmark viz kle for many milzs around. Dating from the 14th century, though much
alterard, the Tower 18 &t presant not open to the aublic, having beean renderaed dangenous by

subsidence due to coal-mining (view from exteror).

The Stone cf Manau stande by tha market croee and the eurviving tower and west gable of

A Login/create account

Coordinates: Q 5510°N 3'45"W

the farmer hurgh tnlibaoth (AUl ate 17th century) in the centra of the old than. Manan or Manaw was the name cf the

surrounding disirct in the Dark Ages.

The Local Government ete. (Scotland) Act 1224 transferred the name to a unitary authority with the same boundaries, but the

authariry nas subsenuently re-adoptad the traditianal name ol Clackmannanshire.

Bruce family of Clackmannan

[eciit]

3ir Thomas Bruce 1st Baron of Clackmannan was a member of the House of Bruce end received lands in Clackmannan from his cousin Robert 1l

See also

= Clackmannan (UK Parliament consttuency)

= Subdivizions of Scotland
s Undiscovared Scotland @

Main Wahsite - Clackmannan Towar Wehsie g

ﬂ This Clackmannanshine lfocation article is a stub. Youw can help Wikipedia by expanding it /.
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réstored 1o 19%/. fhe sh:ps WEIrE rebuill in 1’797,

o{ manmn

Clackmannan is named after this
_ ancient whinstone boulder.

s\ lthough the spelling has
changed over the centuries, the name is
maclc up of two words - the British words

oe) and Manann, from the name
1, 2 Celtic sea- god.

| Manau was also the name of the land at the head of the
| River Forth. This was part of the territory of the

- Cododdin, the descendants of the lron Age Votadini
T!u: stone stood 18 Lookabootye Brac, to the south of
’ Clackmannan. The River Forth was much wider thas it
15 today and this place was quite closc to the shore.
Perhaps the people who lived nearby helieved that the
spirit of Manau lived in the stone and worshipped it in
their religious festivals.

L

’__ J P u‘ The stone was moved later 1o Clackmannan Tower. but
-~ in 1833 it was placed next to the Tolbooth on top of
bf : huge stone block, brought from the Abbey Craig at
: Stirling by the Broce family of Kennet and dragged 1o
Clackmannan by sixteen strong horses,

*
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For further information comtact Susan Mills, Museum and Heritage Officer, Clackmannanshire
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article
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Manannan mac Lir

From Wikipediz, the ree encyclopediz

| editthis page | [ hstory |

In Celtic mythology, Manannan mae Lir i= the god cf the sea. He iz often seen as a psychopomp, and considerad to have airong connectiona to the Otherworld islends
of the dead, as well as to weatnar and the mists betwaan the worlds. He is usually counted as one of the Tuatha Lé Danann, although most scholars consider him 1o
be of &r older race of deifies. He fealures, under slighty varving names, across early Irish, Scots, \Welsh, end Vizrx myth,

Contents [nide]
1 In mythology and Tolklore
2 Asscciators
32 Fam lial relalions
4 Magical possessions
5 Orker names and etymology

6 Trvia
7 Relerences
B Extenal links

In mythology and falklore [excit]

Manarrdn appears in many Geltic myths and tales, although he only plays & aromirent role in some of them.

In the tzle "Hie Three Calle to Cormaz" Mananndn ternpte the Irish King Cormac mac Airt with trezeura in exchange for hie family. Cormac is led into the Otherworld and
taught 2 harsh lessan by Marzrnan, Bt in the end his wife and childran are restored to him, and Mananngr rewards him with a magic eup which breaks if three lies
are spoken cver it, and is made whale again it thres truths ara spnkﬂn.[':

The tae "Manannan at Play" features the god as a clown and beggar wha furas cut to Be a harper. Manannan, here in his fric<ster cuise, plays a number of pranks,
some resulting in serious trouble, but by the end of the tale he cnce again sets everyihing to rig'|t.[2]

In the Liistar Cycle tale, Sengige Con Cibainn ('The Sickbed of Clehulainn”) Manannan's wife, Fand, has an ill-fated affair with the Irish warrior Cochulainn. When Fand

sees that Clchulainn's jealous wife, Emer is worthy of nim (and accocmpanied by a troop of armed women), she decides to return to Manannan, who then shekes his

magical cloak of mists bezween Fand and Guchulainn, that they may never ma=: again.”*!

In he Voyage of Bran, Manannan prophesied to Bran that a great warrior would be descended from him.

The At century saga CGomryserd MongEin recounts the descs of a legendary son, Mongan mae Fiachnai, fathared by Manannan on the wife of Fiachnas man Baetain.

Associations [edit]
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Shaping the Shape-Shifter:
Cultural Revival, Spirituality & the Manx Manannan

Breesha Maddrell

Lecturer in Manx Studies, Centre for Manx Studies
University of Liverpool, England

Introduction

Some years ago, the son of a friend of mine, aged around six, reached the point where
he needed to come to tenms with concepts of heaven and carth. After much time nulling
it over, hz announced that he had worked it out. With a surety beyond his years, he
declared to his strongly Methodist grandparents that Jesus was for the English people
and Manannan was for the Manx. To complicate matters further, he thought the then
Manx language officer, Dr Brian Stowell, with his white beard and seeming
omniscience, to be an incarnation of Manannan himself!

The young boy's desire to make squivalent the concept of the Christian god he knew
from Sunday School with the god at the centre of stories and songs told in his family
home and at school is not altogether surprising. For the Isle of Man has long been
associated with Manannan—spelled and pronounced without the fada in the Manx
context—son of Lir, sea god and ruler of the Otherworld and keeper of the magic tools
of the Tuatha dé Danann. Even today, when British monarchs visit the Island for
Tynwald Fair Day—the national holiday and open-air gathering of the Manx
Government held each year on held on 5 July—it is Manannan who is said to wrap his
cloak of mist around the Island to hide it from their view. to complicate or prevent their
travel. And he is not exclusively found within the Gaelic continuum—his Welsh
counterpart is Manawyddan fab Llyr.

1C
II""I

This paper will look at the imape of Manannan in Manx sources and will briefl
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£160K STONE REPAIR

Mar 28 2006

A giant stone penis is to be repaired at a cost of more than £160,000.
Work starts today on the crumbling 2500-year-old Mannan Stone, which
stands on a plinth in the centre of Clackmannan.
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DIALOGUE WITH HERITAGE AND MUSEUMS OFFICER
ABOUT THE CLACKMANNAN STONE

Alloa, October 2008
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Meet Your Ancestors in Clackmannanshire

Distover yoaur raats in [lackmannanshire, by coming home to dn
the Historic Kirkyards Trail, see an art installation inspir2d by the
ammospreric surroundings of the Cid Kirkyard and Greenside
Cemetery ir Alloa, then take part in a prcmanade performance
anc meet somsz of the people who helpad W shape
Clackmarnanshire.

Where and When

Start Date: Monday; June 01, 2009 (to be confirmed)

Enc Date: Monday, November 20, 2009 (to ke confirmed)
Address: Throughout Clackmannanshire

Postcede: FK10 2AP

Lecal Autherity Area: Clackmannanghire

Reagion: East Central Scotand

Contact Details

Official Event Weksite:
http: f fwww.clacksweb.org.uk
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MEET YOUR ANCESTORS:
THE CLACKMANNAN STONE(-PERSON)

'Fieldwork'/Project Proposal to:

Susan Mills, Heritage and Museums Officer,
Clackmannanshire Council

November 2008
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| '"OPEN FIELDWORK LAB' PROPOSAL (e.g AUGUST 2010)

Facillitated by an artist/researcher/organiser-in-residence

Inviting other human persons of different ages & generations -

Local residents and workers, visitors to the region,

Call to:

professional and amateur, artists and storytellers, historians and heritage workers,
geographers, archaeologists, social studies researchers, ecologists, performance artists,

3d modellers, gamers, role-players..

lw — into the process of fieldwork.

2-4 weeks / 1-2 months depending upon funding/resources.

'Labs' set up for investigation in community hall.
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'"OPEN FIELDWORK LAB' PROPOSAL (e.g AUGUST 2010)

Local interpretations and memories connected to the stone can be gathered
as oral history sessions.

Storytelling sessions and workshops can be centred around the legends which are
already connected to the stone (For example the Bruce connections)

Dialogue and drama development between character of 'Manau' and other historical
characters who may have 'met' the stone.

Online collaborative platforms such as wikis introduced as a participatory way
to gather many voices and perspectives from different persons, including texts, audio and
media around a particular topic (in this case Stone of Mannan).

3D graphics and craft modeling, online/offline game environments
(e.g. WarHammer, Second Life, World of Warcraft) can offer a creative space
to explore virtual characters, and the attachments we make to them.
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IMAGINED OUTCOMES.. EXPANSIONSs/
DEVELOPMENTs/MANIPULATIONs/RELATIONs/
ASSEMBLAGEs/'MASH-UP's/DATA/TEXT/
STORIES/REPRESENTATIONS/ARTEFACTS/
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Celtic demigod Manannin mae Lir (Mac) is het on the trail of
Artemis Black, 4 stunningly dangerous wilch who is

interbwine life megicwith death magic. Iler
rare talznt neerly killed a fazrie infant und=r Mac's protecion. For
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Shamanism and nature warship

Conbents [hide]
1 Mature Worship
1.1 Druidizm
1.8 Shamanizm
2 Shamanistic Magic
2.1 Corwarsation hatwean Thrall 2nd Grmm Hellsomeam
2.2 Converzation batween Thrall and Drok Thar
2.3 Thrall's Monoiogue from Rise of the Honde
3 Shamanistic Philosophy
3.1 The Spirits
3.2 Practitioners of Shamariam
3.3 Practitioners by Race
4 Notes

weaeas movehil @ nzine.com

Nature Worship

Thera ara two very distinct belief systems which stem from the worship of nature; Druidiem and Shamanism. Whils differant in thair eflectustion, both belief
systems share with each other their most basic concepts of animism, ancestor worship, and spirt guidance. Though both druidism and shamanism seem to be
separated by a very fine line, the means by which they reach their ends can be classified in a fairly siraightforward manner. Druids worship the spirils through
planis, animals, and the fundamental spirit of the wilds. Conversely, shamans worship the spirits through the four fundamental elerments of sarth, fire, wind, ang
water.m” Ae-47

Thiz essential spark of lila is looked upon as a divine force, ane more fundamental than the Holy Light worghiped by the Humans. The Ores, Tauran, Might Elv:
Tralls, and Draenei commune with the spirit world in search of knowledge, guidance, and power. Though these races do not discount the humans' sludy and
worship of the Lighl, they maintain the Light is meraly the emergent characteristic of the interconnectivity of the epiril world, not 2 single person's connection wi
tha universa. The bellef that the paladin is a direct agant of tha Light Is a dismissal of the concept that each shaman Is but a mera conduft through which the po
of the spirts flow. Truly, in their rush to embrace the Light, the humans missed the very poirt of ita existence.

Druldism
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GRASSROOTS 'INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE' ACTIVISM?

UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Paris, 17 October 2003

Article 2.1
'Intangible cultural heritage' means the..

practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills
- as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith -

that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize
as part of their cultural heritage.

This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment,
their interaction with nature and their history,

and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for
cultural diversity and human creativity.”
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| GRASSROOTS 'INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE' ACTIVISM?

What might this mean and its consequences?
Who could be involved? You?

How can it be organised appropriately?

How can such a process be sustained, (or not)?

What is left behind as digital, material and ephemeral residue of being t/here?

Contact: agryfp@gmail.com
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