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BACKGROUND

Scottish artist-organiser, cultural producer and doctoral candidate, based in Helsinki, Finland.
 
My practice involves variable roles of initiator, participant, author and curator, according to 
different collaborative and cross-disciplinary processes.  

I work across the fields of media/ network/ environmental arts and activism, 
pursuing a participatory practice via workshops, performative events, and storytelling.
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ARTIVISTIC FIELDWORK

Participatory Platforms, Devised Events and Socially-engaged Storymaking

Doctor of Arts candidate, Media Lab, University of Art and Design (TaiK) Helsinki

Reflecting upon the issues and concerns of an artist-organiser's activity in the field.

Storytelling as a means of sharing experience;
In a particular place over periods of time and involvement.

What might be artistic and activist-orientated fieldwork?
What are the responsibilities involved?
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LOCATING AND TELLING ABOUT THE CLACKMANNAN STONE

Firth of Forth, Central Scotland, NW Europe

(References mostly from materials on Internet & books accessed in Helsinki)
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DIALOGUE WITH HERITAGE AND MUSEUMS OFFICER
ABOUT THE CLACKMANNAN STONE

Alloa, October 2008
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MEET YOUR ANCESTORS: 
THE CLACKMANNAN STONE(-PERSON)

'Fieldwork'/Project Proposal to:

Susan Mills, Heritage and Museums Officer,
Clackmannanshire Council

November 2008
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'OPEN FIELDWORK LAB' PROPOSAL (e.g AUGUST 2010)

Facillitated by an artist/researcher/organiser-in-residence

Inviting other human persons of different ages & generations – 

Local residents and workers, visitors to the region, 

Call to: 

professional and amateur, artists and storytellers, historians and heritage workers, 
geographers, archaeologists, social studies researchers, ecologists, performance artists, 
3d modellers, gamers, role-players..
 
– into the process of fieldwork. 

2-4 weeks / 1-2 months depending upon funding/resources.

'Labs' set up for investigation in community hall.
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'OPEN FIELDWORK LAB' PROPOSAL (e.g AUGUST 2010)

Local interpretations and memories connected to the stone can be gathered 
as oral history sessions.

Storytelling sessions and workshops can be centred around the legends which are 
already connected to the stone (For example the Bruce connections)

Dialogue and drama development between character of 'Manau' and other historical 
characters who may have 'met' the stone.

Online collaborative platforms such as wikis introduced as a participatory way 
to gather many voices and perspectives from different persons, including texts, audio and 
media around a particular topic (in this case Stone of Mannan).

3D graphics and craft modeling,  online/offline game environments 
(e.g. WarHammer, Second Life, World of Warcraft) can offer a creative space 
to explore virtual characters, and the attachments we make to them.
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IMAGINED OUTCOMES.. EXPANSIONs/
DEVELOPMENTs/MANIPULATIONs/RELATIONs/
ASSEMBLAGEs/'MASH-UP's/DATA/TEXT/
STORIES/REPRESENTATIONS/ARTEFACTS/ 
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GRASSROOTS 'INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE' ACTIVISM?

UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
Paris, 17 October 2003 

Article 2.1

'Intangible cultural heritage' means the..

practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills 
– as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith – 

that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize 
as part of their cultural heritage. 

This intangible cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is 
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their environment, 
their interaction with nature and their history, 

and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for 
cultural diversity and human creativity.”
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GRASSROOTS 'INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE' ACTIVISM?

What might this mean and its consequences?  

Who could be involved? You? 

How can it be organised appropriately?

How can such a process be sustained, (or not)?

What is left behind as digital, material and ephemeral residue of being t/here?

Contact: agryfp@gmail.com
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