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Aims
to share a set of stories and experiences 
surrounding idea of 'special embassies'

to communicate concept of 'organised networks' 

give a selection of examples 
from new art and media /network cultural field 

special embassy | trans-disciplinary research | http://specialembassy.info



  

Talking from position of..
artist-organiser, cultural producer, researcher
socially-engaged arts / media & network cultures

special embassy | trans-disciplinary research | http://specialembassy.info



  

“Organised networks”
Rossiter, Ned (2006), Organised Networks: Media Theory, 
Creative Labour, New Institutions, 
Institute of Network Cultures, NAi Publishers, Rotterdam. 

special embassy | trans-disciplinary research | http://specialembassy.info



  

The Case of L'Ostia TV
April 2007, Barcelona-Zaragoza
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History of Diplomacy
messenger and special envoy to resident ambassadors 
to UN permanent council and open social forums 
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Ancient History
carrying the message
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Medieval Period
formation of residency network
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18th Century
increasingly modern profession
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18th Century
increasingly modern profession
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Late 19th Century
beginnings of mulitlateral gatherings
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Post- WWI
need for transparency in alliance
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Post- WWI
communist international summits
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Post- WWII
restructuring of global order according to 
international, cold war, and post-colonial development
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50s-60s
restructuring of global order according to 
international, cold war, and post-colonial development
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70s-80s
reduced visibility of resident ambassador, 
big-summit media exposure,
global justice movements
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90s-00s
widespread development of telecommunications 
and internet in developed and developing world
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90s-00s
coordinated border control (e.g. Schengen)
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2000s
'movement of movements'
social forums at global, regional, national and city levels
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“Diplomacy: theory and practice”
Berridge G. R. (1995), Diplomacy: Theory and Practice, 
Prentice Hall, London.
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Practices of a Resident Ambassador
representation
promoting friendly relations
negotiations
clarifying intentions
informational gathering/political reporting
policy advice
consular services
propaganda
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“Organised networks” vs “Networked Organisations”
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“Transdisciplinarity”
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Imaginary Border Academy, 2007-
(L'Académie de la frontiére imaginaire) 

www.borderacademy.org/
www.borderacademy.org/wiki/
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Upgrade International Network, 2001-

www.theupgrade.net
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Upgrade International Network, 2001-

www.theupgrade.net
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Chain Reaction, 3rd Upgrade! International Meeting
Skopje, Macedonia, 11-14th September 2008

www.line.org.mk/projectdetail.php?id=8
www.chainreaction-community.net 
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Canadian members of Imaginary Border Academy
Set up installation at Cultural Centre 'CK', Skopje 
as part of 3rd Upgrade! International Meeting 
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Kitchen Budapest Innovation Media Lab
Researcher in Residence, September 2008

www.kitchenbudapest.hu
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Special Embassy: online info-centre
wiki pages to document and share/publicity

www.specialembassy.info
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Special Embassy: online forum
forum space to organise 'entry-level questions' for discussion
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Special Embassy: seminar in Kitchen Budapest, 12.09.2008
parallel event with members of Imaginary Border Academy in Skopje
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Trans-European Fence-Climbing Summit, 14.09.2008
parallel event with members of Imaginary Border Academy in Warsaw

www.irational.org/fence
www.passengers.pl
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Tour de Fence Budapest 1, 14.09.2008
with members of Kitchen Budapest

http://tinyurl.com/4bdm5z
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Trans-European Fence-Climbing Summit, 14.09.2008
parallel event with members of Imaginary Border Academy in Warsaw

www.irational.org/fence
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“Vectors of inquiry- protocols, self-organisation,
scalability, sustainability – the project of organised
networks both assesses and undertakes the 
construction of new institutional forms” 
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interdisciplinary research
conceptual: bilateral embassy missions
- history of diplomatic network relations
- ambassador roles
- functions of embassies and foreign office
- diplomatic services offered

conceptual: 'equipotent' curating
- non-hierarchal curating and promotion
- open source instructions/design
- activist networking & recruitment

To consider..
architecture: portable platforms?
- 'open hardware' mobile platforms
- mobile or social centres
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Questions..
What other diplomatic roles or services 
between the sender and receiver may be imagined?
 
Which social collectives or practices would you 
be willing to represent through your own situated 
and constantly refreshed choice?  

Essentially,
Who and what do you believe in, beyond yourself?
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